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(3) Should the Committee find it im-
practical to hold nomination meetings, 
nominations may be submitted to the 
Secretary based on the results of bal-
loting by mail. Ballots to be used may 
contain the names of candidates and a 
blank space for write-in candidates for 
each position, together with voting in-
structions. The eligible person receiv-
ing the highest number of votes for a 
member or alternate position shall be 
the nominee for that position. 

(4) The producer members of the 
Committee shall nominate the public 
member and alternate and member at 
the first meeting following the selec-
tion of members for a new term of of-
fice. 

(b) Initial members. As soon as prac-
ticable following the effective date of 
this subpart, the Secretary shall hold, 
or cause to be held, nomination meet-
ings of producers in each district to 
nominate the initial members of the 
Committee. 

(c) The Committee with the approval 
of the Secretary shall issue rules and 
regulations necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this section or to change 
the procedures in this section in the 
event they are no longer practical. 

§ 985.24 Selection. 
Committee members shall be selected 

by the Secretary from nominees sub-
mitted by the Committee or from 
among other eligible persons. Each per-
son so selected shall qualify by filing a 
written acceptance with the Secretary 
prior to assuming the duties of the po-
sition. 

§ 985.25 Alternate members. 
An alternate for a member shall act 

in the place of such member (a) in the 
member’s absence, (b) in the event of 
the member’s death, removal, resigna-
tion, or disqualification, until a suc-
cessor for the member’s unexpired term 
has been selected and has qualified, or 
(c) when requested and designated by 
the member. 

§ 985.26 Vacancies. 
To fill any vacancy occasioned by the 

failure of any person appointed as a 
member or as an alternate member of 
the Committee to qualify, or in the 
event of the death, removal, resigna-

tion, or disqualification of any member 
or alternate member of the Committee, 
a successor to fill the unexpired term 
shall be nominated and appointed in 
the manner specified in §§ 985.23 and 
985.24. If the names of the nominees to 
fill any such vacancy are not made 
available to the Secretary within 30 
days after such vacancy occurs, the 
Secretary may fill such vacancy with-
out regard to nominations, which ap-
pointment shall be made on the basis 
of representation provided for in 
§ 985.20. 

§ 985.27 Powers. 
The Committee shall have the fol-

lowing powers: 
(a) To administer this subpart in ac-

cordance with its terms and provisions; 
(b) To make rules and regulations to 

effectuate the terms and provisions of 
this subpart; 

(c) To receive, investigate, and report 
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tions of this part; and 

(d) To recommend to the Secretary 
amendments to this subpart. 

§ 985.28 Duties. 
The Committee shall have, among 

others, the following duties; 
(a) To select from among its member-

ship such officers and adopt such rules 
or by-laws for the conduct of its meet-
ings as it deems necessary; 

(b) To appoint such employees as it 
may deem necessary, and to determine 
the compensation and to define the du-
ties of each employee; 

(c) To appoint such subcommittees 
and consultants as it may deem nec-
essary; 

(d) To keep minutes, books, and 
records which will reflect all of the 
acts and transactions of the Committee 
and which shall be subject to examina-
tion by the Secretary; 

(e) To prepare periodic statements of 
the financial operations of the Com-
mittee and to make copies of each such 
statement available to producers and 
handlers for examination at the office 
of the Committee; 

(f) To cause the books of the Com-
mittee to be audited by a certified pub-
lic accountant at such times as the 
Committee may deem necessary, or as 
the Secretary may request, to submit 
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